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	INSTITUT SUISSE DE POLICE

ISTITUTO SVIZZERO DI POLIZIA

SWISS POLICE INSTITUTE

SCHWEIZERISCHES POLIZEI-INSTITUT




AEPC
The Swiss Police Institute And Police Training

Switzerland is a federal country with 26 Cantons (counties). For historical reasons, the police power lies with the cantons. 

On the national level there is a Ministry of Justice and Police with its Federal Office of Police. They are responsible for fighting political and internationally organised crime.  There is no national gendarmerie or police in uniform in charge of public order and general safety.

On the cantonal level, each of the 26 Cantons has its own police force which is responsible for the enforcement of general law and order, traffic law, criminal law and all side laws. Their internal organisations vary greatly, but in general there is a police in uniform in the field, as well as a criminal police working in plain clothes. 

Some cantons allow their municipalities to have their own municipal police which – in most cases – are responsible for general law and order and parked vehicles only.

The Swiss Police Institute (SPI) is the focal point for police training in Switzerland. It does not have its academy for basic training. Yet, it does co-ordinate the programmes for basic training in the 8 regional police academies. It also co-ordinates and supervises the Federal Exams for police officers on different levels. The SPI then publishes textbooks for all important subjects of basic and advanced training. Its most important activity, however, is to organise courses for advanced training for the whole country. To this purpose, the SPI co-operates with all the police forces and other partners in the judicial and the education system.  Its roughly 1000 trainers, lecturers and authors mainly come out of the police forces. They give their courses and afterwards return to work in their forces. The SPI only has 21 employees on its own. Most of them do not have a police background, but are administrative staff or trained trainers for adults who guarantee for the pedagogical quality of the courses and textbooks.  The SPI does not have its own class rooms, either. The training sites are located all over Switzerland. Some 5’000 police officers participate in more than 170 courses organised by the SPI every year. 

The SPI is very particular in an other way as well: it was founded as a private foundation in Neuchâtel in 1946.  It is subsidised by the Confederation, the 26 cantons, the city of Neuchâtel and others.  

Neuchâtel, 31 August 2009
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